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deserve more credit that we've given them. But tha t ' s  part of 
the process. As we sit here at 1:42 p.m. on the forty-third 
day of this session, we n eed to come up with $136 m i l l i o n  now, 
w ith the additional bills that we h ave b e f o r e  us. What are 
those bills that are bef o r e  us? Well, yo u  can look on today's 
agenda. There's a reduc t i o n  in state aid and t h e n  there are
three, f our revenue increasers following. W e ' v e  b e e n  through 
the b u d g e t  bill in the first round of cuts, w h e t h e r  we like 
those cuts or d i s l i k e  them, th i n k  there should be more, or think 
they sho u l d  be less, d e v e l o p i n g  the budg e t  is p a r t  of this 
process, t hat we n ext m o v e . ..we m ove to the n e x t  stage, and that 
next st age  is, w h e r e  is the next area that ne e d s  t o  contribute 
to the problem. T hat  is the u n t o u c h e d  one- q u a r t e r  of our state 
budget t hat we d i d n ' t  to u c h  d u r i n g  the Special Session, and 
that's state aid to schools. Now, your immed i a t e  r e a c t i o n  that 
you've p r o b a b l y  h e a r d  f rom p a r t i c u l a r l y  the schools, and maybe 
some of the other interest groups, it's an autom a t i c  tax 
increase. We can't do that; we can't raise p r o p e r t y  taxes.
Well, I ran saying I'd n e v e r  raise p r o p e r t y  taxes. I d o n ' t  know 
of a soul that ran saying they w o u l d  raise p r o p e r t y  tax; no one 
said that. B ut we're no t  on the c a mpaign trail. W e ' r e  in the 
middle of a budg e t  crisis that we're g o i n g  to h a v e  t o  b e g i n  to 
address, and the red uc t i o n  in state aid h e r e  is about 
$22 million. Now, as a percentage, this is the first 
co n t r i b u t i o n  of T E E O S A  t o wards that problem. Obviously, if you 
look at h o w  m u c h  of a cut that is, you're somew h e r e  around 
1.2 p e r c e n t  of a cut in TEEOSA, is w hat this is. Now, do we 
like d o i n g  that cutting? No. Nobo d y  in here wo u l d  w ant  to do 
that, bu t  I'm t e l l i n g  you, y ou can't ignore one- q u a r t e r  of the 
budget and h o l d  them h armless w i thout m a k i n g  some reduction, and 
I thi nk this is modest. Most of the schools thin k s  this is 
modes t as w e l l . Does it m e a n  t hat t h e r e 's g o i n g  to be an 
automatic increase in pro p e r t y  taxes? It does not.
Particularly, if t hey  have a levy limit. W h a t  m i g h t  they have 
to do? T h e y  ma y  just have to do what this b o d y  just got done 
do i n g  for the last two days, and that's m a k i n g  some cuts and 
some reductions. But i n s tead of m a k i n g  3 p e r c e n t  cuts or 
higher, if you take into Special S e ssion consideration, this is 
goi ng to be app r o x i m a t e l y  1.2 p e rcent reduction. T h a t  is not 
too m uch to ask. That d o e s n ' t  m e a n  that th e r e  will be an 
automatic increase in pr o p e r t y  tax. An d  if yo u  b e l i e v e  that,


